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Task of the Church









         Lecture 1

Title: Identity of the Task
Purpose: To instruct the hearers as to what tasks Christ has given His church to perform. 

Introduction

1. For the next several meetings, we will be considering the tasks of the church. 
2. And the first thing we have to deal with, by way of introduction, is the identity of the church’s tasks. 

I.
THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING THE CHURCH’S TASKS
A.
What are the tasks of the church? Now this question is a very important one for two reasons. 
1. Knowledge of what the tasks are is essential in fulfilling them. If a father does not know what his task is towards the members of his family, how will be able to full them? He will be like a chicken with his head cut off. So also the church. Unless the church knows what are the tasks the Lord Jesus, the head of the church, commissioned her to performed, how will she will be able to fulfill those tasks? Ignorance will inevitably lead to failure. 
2. Moreover, knowledge of what the tasks are will help avoid going beyond. The church is not the only God-ordained institution to fulfill a particular function on earth. Aside from the church, we have also the family and the state (Eph 6:1-3; Rom 13:1-7). Therefore, it is vital that the church knows what particular functions God has given her and equipped her to perform, less she takes upon her tasks that the Lord has not authorized or equipped her to perform. Nichols: “Church history bears witness that one of the problems of the church has been when it has taken to itself tasks which Christ has not given it ---when it has become involved in doing the work of the state and the responsibilities of the state or it has become involved in doing the work of the family and the responsibilities of parents. In so doing, it has taken to itself the tasks for which it was neither authorized or equipped, and that is a big problem.”
B.
Therefore, it is vital that we have a clear understanding of what the tasks are that God has given the church to perform. We cannot afford fussiness in our thinking about this vital issue.

II.
THE KEY TO KNOWING THE CHURCH’S TASKS

A. But how do we know what the tasks of the church are? What would guide our understanding concerning this vital issue? The key is fairly simple. What the church is - is what the church does. 
B. And on the basis of this simple principle, we can identify 7 different tasks of the church.
1. The first is worshipping God. This task grows from the reality that the church is God’s living temple and royal priesthood (1Cor 3:16; 1Pet 2:4-5). As God’s living temple and royal priesthood, it is the task of the church to give the worship that is due to God.
2. The second task of the church is the advocacy of God’s word – the support and proclamation of the word of God. This task grows from the reality that the church is the pillar and ground of the truth (1Tim 3:15). As pillar and support of the church, it is the church’s task to support the truth or to hold it up. Moreover, this task grows from the reality that the church is God’s army on earth to fight the lies and deceptions of the devil (Eph 6:10-20). Therefore, it is the duty of the church to support and proclaim the truth. 
3. Another task of the church is to love its members (John 13:34-35). And branching out of this one task are three other tasks. And the first is nurture. The church is the body of Christ (Col 1:18). And as the body of church, it is its duty to nurture itself in love Eph 4:16 (READ).  
4. Still growing out of this task to love, it is also the task of the church to discipline its members. As the family of God, love requires that the church discipline its members. Pro 13:24 “He who withholds his rod haters his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently.”   
5. Furthermore, growing out this task to love, it is also the task of the church to show benevolence to the needy (1Tim 5:16; Acts 6).

6. Another task of the church is prayer. And this task grows out of the reality that the church is the house of prayer and it is the Lord’s army. Corporate prayer is, therefore, one of task of the church.
7. And finally, it is also the church’s task to perform the covenant signs – baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This task grows out of the reality that the church is God’s covenant community. Therefore, it is the task of the church to perform the covenant signs.
C. So in summary, the church has seven tasks to perform: 1) Worship God 2) Advocate the Word 3) Nurture its members 4) Discipline the unruly of its members 5) Practice benevolence to its needy members 6) Pray for God’s kingdom 7) Perform covenant signs – baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
Conclusion

1.
What we shall do is to take up each of these tasks one at a time. And we will begin with worship.
